
SCHEDULING A WEDDING AT BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

While many customs and traditions have secular origins, the purpose of a Christian 

wedding is to worship before God: to acknowledge God’s gracious love in which the 

marriage of two persons might grow, to hear words of guidance from Scripture, to 

pray for this marriage and all  marriages, and to make a public promise of 

faithfulness to each other in the marriage vows.  

Couples desiring a wedding at Bethany Lutheran Church should be willing to affirm 

these religious purposes when making arrangements for the church and pastor. If 

not, then a civil ceremony might be more appropriate.  

 WHO CAN GET MARRIED AT BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH? 

 

Bethany  does not prohibit any couple who can be legally married in the state of 

Michigan from holding a wedding at the church. However, the pastor of Bethany 

may decide this church is not appropriate for a couple’s wedding. All weddings are 

subject to final approval by the pastor.  

Membership at Bethany is not necessary to hold your wedding here.   

Though membership at Bethany is not necessary to hold a wedding here, application 

requirements vary depending on whether one of the couple is a member of Bethany. 

The following are considered members for wedding purposes:  

  

Anyone who is an active member in good standing of Bethany Lutheran Church for  

at least one year prior to scheduling a date for their wedding.   

OR  

Whose parent(s) are active members in good standing of Bethany and at least one of 

the bride/groom was confirmed at Bethany.   

If the membership status is questionable the decision is then left up to the pastor.  

  



PREMARITAL COUNSELING 

 

It is a requirement that all couples married at BETHANY attend pre-marriage 

workshops. Each couple is required to take the Prepare/Enrich assessment online, 

and to schedule sessions  with pastor a minimum of four months before your 

wedding date.   

SCHEDULING 

 

Scheduling a wedding at Bethany Lutheran Church is a three-step process:  

Your wedding is not officially “booked” until all three of these steps are complete.  

1. Obtain this packet of information.  This handbook should answer many of your 

questions about holding your wedding service at  Bethany.  

2. Contact the church office and speak to Sandy Flinn, the church  secretary to find 

out  if the date you would like is available.  If you have any special circumstances 

surrounding your impending marriage you should speak with Pastor regarding those 

issues at this time as well.  

 3. If the date is available and approved by Pastor the couple will need to return the 

completed and signed Facility Use Agreement, including a  $100 non-refundable* 

wedding deposit. (*refundable until 1 month from ceremony)  

After all three steps are completed, you will receive a letter confirming your wedding 

date has been reserved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SERVICE AND FEES MEMBERS  

 

Reservation Deposit   $100  (applies to fees)  

Organist $100    (if Bethany provides)  

Custodian $100 

Prepare/Enrich workshops  and on-line assessment:  $50 

Sound Technician $50 (Highly recommended for vocalists) 

   

ADDITIONAL COSTS –NON-MEMBERS 
 

Reservation Depost   $100 (applies to fees)  

Organist  $150 (if Bethany provides)  

Custodian $100 

Clergy Fee $250  

Sound Technician $50 (highly recommended for vocalists) 

Prepare/Enrich on-line assessment and workshops $150  

 Ministry Support/Building Rental $100 

 

OPTIONAL COSTS: 
 

Bulletins  $50 + paper 

Aisle Runner  $50 

Other Musicians –at your discretion. 

Other musician/singer  fees should be worked out directly with the musicians 

involved.  

All other church fees are payable to Bethany Lutheran Church.   

 



Payment Methods  

Payment is due one (1)  week before the ceremony.  At that time the 

reservation  deposit will be applied to any fees. 

Checks shall be made to “Bethany Lutheran Church.” Please be sure to note the 

couple’s  names and the wedding date on the check.  

OFFSITE WEDDINGS 

 

On occasion a couple plans their wedding at a venue other than the Bethany  

Lutheran  Church sanctuary. In those instances the following guidelines apply:  

 The process of scheduling an offsite wedding is the same as those of an onsite 

wedding. Pre-marriage counseling requirements are still necessary, and all Wedding 

Guidelines still apply.  

 In regards to pastoral authority, the presiding minister may:  

 Refuse a wedding because of venue.  

 Require any changes in the venue space that seems appropriate.  

 Request a time change that will allow him/her to complete other duties.  

 Additional costs incurred by pastor including:   

o Mileage costs at IRS guidelines.  

o All meals.  

o Housing as appropriate.  

o Entry or participation fees. 

DATE AND TIME AVAILABILITY 

 

Weddings must be scheduled at least three months in advance. Saturday weddings 

must begin later than 9:00am   and before 7:00pm. Because of other church 

activities, weddings are not held at Bethany during Holy Week and it is up to the 

discretion of the pastor to hold weddings during  Advent, Lent,  the week between 

Christmas and New Year’s or any other time. Bethany may schedule more than one 

wedding per day provided that wedding start times are four hours apart.  

If the wedding is on a Saturday, all wedding events must be completed and cleaned 

up by 8pm.    



  

PLANNING THE SERVICE 

 

The Christian marriage service celebrates the love of God and thanks God for 

bringing two people together.  The service also asks our heavenly Father to bless the 

relationship two  people plan to share for the rest of their lives.  

  

At Bethany we believe in helping marriages get off to a healthy beginning. Therefore, 

the  time of preparation is taken very seriously. A wedding is an event, but a 

marriage is a life affirming, life long relationship of two people willing to form the 

very foundation of human community. We confidently and unabashedly seek God’s 

help through Jesus Christ in two  together in a holy alliance. We boldly dare to 

expect the vows of faithfulness to be pledged by people fully committed to live out 

their lives together in the marriage covenant.  

  

We teach that the wedding ceremony is primarily a worship service. All that happens 

at the service centers on the love of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the grace 

of Christ. The elements of the worship need to be in keeping with the understanding 

that everything we do honors God. This includes music, readings, and vows.  

 The marriage service also gives public witness to the joy of life which is so abundant 

at this time.  Since the congregation will give ongoing support to the couple, their 

participation is encouraged  during the service. The marriage service is the most 

important event of the day. We encourage couples to invite as many guests to 

worship as they invite to the reception.  

  

Preparations should be made with this in mind. It is the desire of Bethany Lutheran 

Church  that your wedding be a memorable event - beautiful and meaningful. It is to 

this end that the following guidelines and policies have been established.  

  

 

 



 

THE WEDDING SERVICE 

 

Generally, the marriage service in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) will 

form the basic outline of the service. The service details are determined by the 

couple and the pastor.  This process should be started four months before the 

wedding. Couples may choose to add their own prayers and vows using the forms 

provided in the “Selections” section  as examples. Any revisions must be submitted 

in plenty of time to Pastor  for approval.  

  

CLERGY 

 

The Pastor who will officiate at your wedding service has been called by Bethany  to 

preside at all worship services. That means it is the responsibility of the Pastor to see 

that your marriage  service is performed in keeping with the policies of the 

congregation and within the tradition of the  Christian Church.   

If you would like to invite another pastor to participate in your wedding service 

please remember that  the pastor from Bethany  will preside  and will decide the 

extent of participation by the guest  pastor.  

   

READINGS 

Couples are encouraged to choose their own scripture reading for the worship. You 

may chose  one or more friends or family members to serve as lectors during the 

worship service and read  one or more of the readings. Many Biblical texts are 

appropriate are included in the “Selections”  section   

  

VOWS 

A list of suggested vows can be found in the Selections” section. You may  choose 

one of these, or you may write your own vows. Written vows should be consistent 

with  the biblical understanding of marriage and should make clear that the promises 



are a life-long commitment. They must be submitted to the presiding minister for 

approval at least one month before the wedding.  

  

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Holy Communion is an appropriate addition to Christian weddings when couples 

being married  are active participants in the faith community. Couples may choose 

to include Holy Communion  in the wedding worship service, provided that the 

sacrament is celebrated by the whole community in accordance with the practices of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).  

MUSIC 

 

No area of wedding planning causes as much controversy as the area of wedding 

music. For this  reason, the following guidelines should be carefully considered.   

The music should be in keeping with Christian worship, reflective of fine art and of 

high quality. Only sacred vocal music is allowed. Secular music may not be used, nor 

any music that is recorded. Secular music of special meaning to you should be 

reserved for the wedding reception.  

   

The organist at Bethany (Don Aronson 786-5436)  must be consulted about all 

music. It is the responsibility of the couple to contact the organist/musicians and 

arrange wedding music no later than  three months before the wedding. It is 

required for the organist to be at the rehearsal.  

Congregational singing is suggested. This participation will allow your guests to be 

participants in your wedding. Many hymns are appropriate; see “Selections”  

Special music is often used at weddings. Musicians should be competent vocalists or 

instrumentalists. Musical selections should complement the service and maintain 

worship of God as a central theme. The above list of hymns is a good starting point 

for choosing music.   

 



 

 

The music for a wedding ceremony typically consists of the following:  

• Prelude as the guests are arriving and being seated.  

• Processional as the wedding party enters the sanctuary.  

• Recessional as the wedding party leaves the sanctuary.  

• Postlude as guests leave the sanctuary.  

• Appropriate vocal or instrumental solos and congregational hymns, may be used.  

  

If you wish to have a friend or family member sing or play at the service, 

arrangements must be made with the organist Don Aronson,   when you meet with 

him to select music.  

Additional instrumentalists or vocalists are paid directly by the wedding couple.  

  

BULLETINS 

 

Bethany will happily assist you with your wedding bulletins.  If you would like 

Bethany to design and print your bulletin,  your bulletin  outline and wedding party 

list must be given to the church office one month prior to the  wedding in order to 

allow ample time for review and printing.  You must also provide the paper for the 

bulletins to be printed. 

   

 

 

 

 

 



USE OF THE BUILDING 

 

In all matters pertaining to the building, authority rests with the pastor. Everyone 

associated with the wedding, including the wedding party, guests, and  contracted 

service providers, are expected to abide by the policies of Bethany and the decision 

of pastor and the staff.  

 The church is a place of worship. The wedding party should reflect reverence and 

praise to God.  

Rowdy or drunken behavior by anyone in the wedding party at the rehearsal or on 

the wedding day may cause cancellation or postponement of the wedding.  

 The congregation reserves the right to schedule building use for some other event, 

including another wedding, 4 hours before or after your wedding.   

If the wedding couple is considering using the church Fellowship Hall for a 

reception contact Sandy Flinn for further information.  

  

ACCESSIBILITY 

 

A wedding rehearsal is usually held the evening before the wedding. We would like 

the entire rehearsal to last about 30 minutes. The front  doors of the sanctuary (11th 

st)   will be opened approximately 15 minutes before  your scheduled rehearsal. 

Make every effort to arrive on time. On your wedding day the church is open  2 

hours before your ceremony time unless an alternative time is pre-arranged with the 

pastor and staff.   

CHURCH ETIQUETTE 

 No tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs are  allowed on the premises of the church.  

No rice, bird seed, confetti or similar materials are  allowed on church grounds.  

Flower petals (real or artificial), may be used with custodian approval.  

 No food or beverages are allowed in the sanctuary.  

 Flash pictures are prohibited during the service.  



 The color of paraments used for the wedding service will be the color for the 

church year season during which the wedding is conducted. The color may not be 

changed for a wedding service.  

 The preparation areas for the bridesmaids & groomsmen must be tidied up 

following the ceremony; all trash must be picked up and put in proper containers. 

As well as any other areas of the building used for wedding activities.  

 All inappropriate body art must be fully covered by everyone and anyone in the 

wedding  party.  

Bethany does not furnish candles (except for the regular worship candles) for the 

service. Please consult the custodian if you have additional questions regarding 

candles.  

  

SANCTUARY 

All weddings at BETHANY are held in the sanctuary which can comfortably hold 

400 people. The  church Sanctuary is the central location for worship by the people 

of God. It is a place that is held in reverence because of its purpose. All preparations 

for the wedding service and the service itself will be conducted in the spirit of this 

reverence.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

A photographic record of weddings is important to the couple being married and 

their families.  

In order to assure a proper working relationship between the photographer and the 

church staff,  the following policy has been put in place. The use of Bethany 

Lutheran Church as a setting for photographs is a privilege, not a right that comes 

with the services of a photographer. Every  attempt will be made to assist the 

photographers in accomplishing their task, so long as these policies are observed. 

Guidelines and policies preceding and following the wedding service are  different 

from those during the service itself.  

  



 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE SERVICE 
 

Formal photographs of the wedding party can be taken within the sanctuary until 

thirty minutes  before the service and following the service.  

Photographers are expected to bring their own extension cords.  

Under no circumstances shall any of the furniture be moved for photographs. The 

altar is used exclusively  for sacramental purposes. Nothing should be placed on the 

table at any point.   

DURING THE CEREMONY 
 

Photographers and their assistants moving without constraint during the service is an 

unnecessary distraction and inappropriate in a service of worship. Worship itself 

must remain the focus during the ceremony.    

 Because the wedding liturgy is a worship service of the church, no flash photographs 

may be  taken during the service. One photographer may take flash photographs as 

the wedding party enters the Sanctuary. Any/all photographers are asked to sit 

among the wedding guests and not be a distraction to those surrounding them. The  

photographer may not take any flash photographs until the wedding party leaves the 

front of the  sanctuary at the end of the service. All photographers’ equipment must 

be stored out of  sight during the worship service.  

  

VIDEO CAMERAS 

The same policies as those listed for photographers apply to video cameras; 

however, it is possible to put a video camera on a tripod at an appropriate location in 

the sanctuary, check with  the custodian for specific locations. This video camera 

may be activated prior to the service and left unattended throughout the service. The 

video camera or equipment must not  become a distraction at any point during the 

service.  

 These policies must be respected. We ask that the couples ensure that the 

professionals they  engage adhere to these policies. Should these policies be violated 

by photographers or guests, the pastor  may stop the service until the integrity of the 

service is restored.  



  

DECORATIONS 

 

Part of the joy of holding a wedding at Bethany  is the beauty of the Sanctuary. Little, 

if any, decoration is necessary. It is the responsibility of the wedding couple to 

ensure the custodian  knows what time the building should be open for any 

purchased or rented items to be delivered.   

Flowers for the wedding party are to be placed in the narthex by the florist. 

Bouquets, boutonnieres, etc. may not be stored in the church Sanctuary. It is the 

responsibility of the florist or the bridal party to remove all boxes or decoration 

materials from the Sanctuary and Narthex no later than 45 minutes prior to the 

wedding service.  

Two altar arrangements are permitted for use on the back altar wall  for wedding 

services. These are in addition to any flowers you would like to have near or around 

the unity candle.  

 The color of paraments and vestments used for the wedding service are the color 

for the season of the church year during which the wedding is conducted. The color 

is not changed for a wedding service. The furnishings in the sanctuary may not be 

moved or altered for the wedding service. The railings, altar, and clergy seats are not 

to be decorated; however, pew bows may be used if arranged with the wedding 

coordinator.  

  

The custodian  can give you guidelines how the bows may be attached. Adhesive 

tape  or clamps are not to be used as they may scratch the pews or remove the 

varnish. Couples must arrange to have a member of the bridal party (personal 

attendant) remove decorations prior to  leaving our facilities.  

 If you plan on using an aisle runner other than Bethany’s , the aisle is 60’ long, it is 

recommended that your aisle  runner be 70’ length.  

  

 

 



DRESSING AREAS AND FOOD & DRINK 
 

Two rooms will be made available as dressing spaces prior to the wedding. The 

wedding couple  is expected to notify the wedding coordinator as to what time they 

would like to have access to  the building. A bride’s room (typically the downstairs 

fellowship hall)  will be set aside for the use of the bride and  her attendants. If 

desired, at the rehearsal the women may bring their gowns and other items to be left 

at the church. If the bride is wearing a veil and having her hair done before she 

arrives at  the church it is important that the veil not be left at the church with the 

gown.  

A room for the groom and his attendants (typically a classroom in the education 

wing) will also be available  

Some couples may decide to provide finger food to their wedding participants prior 

to the ceremony. If you are considering this please be sure the custodian is aware of 

this so accommodations can be made depending on where the food will be served. 

Plates, napkins, cups and other table wear and service pieces must be provided by 

the wedding party. The wedding party is responsible for leaving all used areas 

reasonably clean and for cleaning up any messes made by those eating.   

No tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs, or firearms  are allowed on the premises of the 

church.  

  

  



PREPARING FOR YOUR WEDDING 

 

The following is a timeline of appointments and tasks to be completed to help your 

wedding at  Bethany Lutheran Church runs smoothly 

6 months or more:  

Send Deposit,  Reserve Date, and sign Facility Use agreement form— 

5 months or more:  

Contact pastor to begin the process for the marriage workshops Prepare/Enrich. 

4 or more months before your wedding: 

Contact organist Don Aronson to arrange a meeting date.  

 3 months before your wedding:  

 If you would like the church office to assist with your wedding bulletins please 

contact them to arrange a time to view styles.   

1 month before your wedding:  

 If church office is printing the wedding bulletins, be sure they have all the bulletin 

details they need to accomplish this task.  If you are considering any provisions to 

the standard ceremony the  pastor must have all items approved by this time.  

1 week before your wedding:  

 Proof the wedding bulletin set up by the church office if you chose.  

 Ensure the pastor have had a chance to look over your  wedding bulletin.  

 All wedding fees are sent to Bethany Lutheran Church.  

1 day before your wedding:  

 Wedding Rehearsal All members of the wedding party, including attendants, 

parents, additional clergy, readers, ushers, soloists and musicians, are expected to 

attend unless excused by the pastor.  REMEMBER: Bring your marriage license to 

the rehearsal! The rehearsal cannot continue without the wedding license. 


